‘The Black Hills Historian

Newsletter of the Friends of Case Library
Black Hills State University
Cosponsored by the Deadwood Historic Preservation Office

Spring 2004 _
The Chicago, Burlington & Quincy A Short History of the Spearfish Valley
Railroad’s Apple Industry: 1879-1950

DEADWOOD PASSENGER DEPOT
PART TWO
By Joseph R. Douda

This story continues the history of the Burlington
passenger depot that began in the last issue of the
“Historian.” The station sat across the street
from the Martin & Mason Building and next to
the Adams Block on Sherman Street. It was one
of only two ornate stations the Burlington &
Missouri River Railroad built. The first
installment talked about the station’s interior
details. This section continues with the depot’s

constructon.

Superintendent of Buildings, James
Rivett arrived in Deadwood on May 5, 1891
and said that the depot would be
constructed of pressed brick with Colorado
sandstone trimmings and with windows
and doors of beveled plate glass. He also
stated that it will be the finest depot on the

B&MR west of Omaha and that work
would begin at once and should be
completed within sixty days. The brick

masons began their work on the seventh
and by the ninth, were making excellent
progress. That same day a car load of
dressed red sandstone for the door and
window sills arrived from Lyons, Colorado.
Progress on the depot walls was swift and
on the twenty-fourth the local newspaper
announced that the Burlington had setup a
derrick at the depot construction site to
assist in placing the heavy stone used for
trimming out the building. On June
thirteenth it was announced that the
lathers were expected to arrive on Monday
the fifteenth, at which time the building
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By John Henris

For fifty-five years, apple production
in Spearfish Valley was a viable and
occasionally profitable agricultural
endeavor for Northern Hills farmers.
Spearfish Valley is a good apple orchard
growing valley, and while the industry
struggled in the early years, by 1925, the
valley’s apple farmers had a market that
stretched to western North Dakota, eastern
Colorado, Wyoming, South Dakota, and
Nebraska.

The industry began because there was
a need for fresh produce in the northern
hills mining communities. In 1878, apples
freighted in from Iowa sold for nearly thirty
cents each. In that same year, the first
orchards began appearing near Crook City
and in upper False Bottom Gulch. The
largest orchard apparently sat where
Whitewood’s business district is today.

The first saplings appeared in
Spearfish valley in 1879, and it produced
apples for harvest in 1881. These early
orchards proved profitable, and this
encouraged expansion. The nucleus of the
industry was three large orchards located
roughly between Evans Lane, Upper Valley
Road, and Black Hills State University.
Unfortunately, poor transportation was an
obstacle. There was no way to expand the
market, and few new orchards followed.

In 1891, the Grand Island and
Wyoming Central Railroad arrived in the
northern hills and it had the potential to
change the apple industry. When the line

Henris Continued on page 7







