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The DEADWOOD STREET RAILROAD Co.
COSMOPOLITAN or CONVENIENT

By Joseph R. Douda

With a population of 2,366 in 1890,
Deadwood hardly seemed to be very ripe
for a street railway. However, two years
previous James K.P. Miller; a real estate and
mining developer and an alderman on the
city council, believed that a street railway
was required in order to give Deadwood a

much needed cosmopolitan look. This
new look would help him impress
prospective investors in his various

enterprises and help make Deadwood the
business center of the Northern Black Hills.
Deadwood had the makings of a boom
town and some form of local transportation
was believed to be needed within its
corporate limits besides horse drawn hacks.
Taking a cue from his brother-in-law
Charles Broadwater, a man who was quite
active in building and operating a steam
dummy street railway system in Helena,
Montana Territory, James KUP. Miller
proposed the same type of rail operation for
the City of Deadwood.

The Deadwood Street Railroad was
incorporated at Deadwood, Dakota
Territory on August 15, 1888. By Article II
of its charter, this company was to build a
three foot narrow gauge street railway from
the southerly city line to the northerly city
line of the corporate city limits of
Deadwood. In Article III the estimated
mileage was two and one half miles of
track, all of which was to be located within
the City limits of Deadwood, Lawrence
County, Dakota Territory. Under Article
(Douda continued on page 2)

THEODORE REDER’S LAKE

By Helen (Reder) Daughenbaugh

My grandfather, Theodore Reder
migrated from Pennsylvania in 1877. He
had some of the first sawmills in the Hills.
He pulled the equipment by bull team from
Denver and found a ready market for the
cut lumber. Much of it was used in the
early Rapid City buildings including the
International Hotel and the Flormann
Building. His wife, Lizzie (Elizabeth
Yothers) and their children followed him
to Rapid City. My father, Feay, was born in
the old Garlick House west of the
courthouse on May 28, 1883 and Theodore
was building their log home southwest of
Rapid City, on his mining claim #957.

During 1884 while Chris Jensen,
father of former governor Leslie Jensen,
was running a stage-line for Hill City to
Rapid City, the Reder home became the
“Halfway House.” Four trips were made
daily and horses were changed at the Reder
ranch. While the change was made,
passengers would be fed at the home and a
rider would carry the mail about three
miles over the hills to Rockerville. The log
home, where I'was born in 1919, still stands
and is now owned by a member of the 4th
generation of the Reder family. It has been
rejuvenated to live in.

Theodore, in his travels on west, had
come upon a wooded little valley between
huge granite rocks near the Needles where
he dreamed could be a scenic lake. He
observed only a 60 foot dam would be
needed to close a narrow opening and
impound the water flowing down the
(Reder continued on page 5)






