D’em Flormann Boys, Part II
A Sleigh Ride to Deadwood
By Jerry L. Bryant, RPA

In the previous issue of the “Historian,”
we met Robert and Charles Flormann. They came
to the Black Hills with the gold rush, and while
Charles ran a saloon, Robert went into
prospecting. The earlier installment closed with
Robert investing in the Ft. Meade Hyrdaulic Co.

As the pold rush slowed some in 1877,
mining men such Bob Flormann looked for new
opportunities. One of these opportunities was
hydraulic mining. Hydraulic miners used
powerful streams of water to disrupt gravel
embankments that contained gold. The displaced
gravel was then forced through sluices, and the
gold recovered. This process had proven
successtul in Calitornia, and some wanted to try
it in the Black Hills. Articles concerning the
profitability of hydraulic mining began to appear
in Black Hills newspapers in the fall of 1877. By
the spring of 1878 the Park Pool Hydraulic
Company was reportedly working on Whitewood
Creek near Deadwood. This company proposed
bringing water in from a point two miles below
Galena and combining it with the water from
Two-Bit creek to provide sufficient water for the
hydraulic monitor. Flormann was operating his
hardrock mine on the Flormann Claims in Galena
at the time, and he may well have gotten his first
taste of hydraulic mining then.

These early expressions of hydraulic
mining must have ignited a spark in a lot of
minds, for soon everyone seemed to be engaged in
it. In November of 1879 a man named Durvie
arrived in Deadwood with the news of his plans
for a grand scale hydraulic works on Rapid
Creek. He called it the Ft. Meade Hydraulic
Company. That was the last anyone ever heard
of Durvie, but the following summer, Sam Sturgis
visited the Ft. Meade Hydraulic works and
reported being very satisfied with progress made
by the new superintendent, Robert Flormann.
Robert's stated plan was to build a 10ft. by 12 ft.
tunnel through bedrock, at a point on the creek
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known as the “Big Bend.” The tunnel would
short-cut the creek, and drain 3.5 to 4 miles of the

creek bed, baring 300 to 400 acres of gravel
Besides exposing the gravel, the tunnel, which
would be 700 feet long and have a drop of more
than 70 feet, would provide 2000 miners inches
of water for the company’s operations.

Almost a year to the day later, in July
1881, Robert was fired. Robert had several aces
up his sleeve though, and when he stopped work,
he stopped the company. Robert had no intention
of going anywhere until he felt that an equitable
settlement had been reached between him and the
company. One must assume that this meant
money. It seems that while Robert did not own
the company he did have all the water rights and
mineral claims for that section of Rapid Creek.
He also had something else going for El.l'l’l, public
opinion. The editor of the Black Hills Dai imes
described Robert's work for the Ft. Meade
Hydraulic Company as “both square and
efficient,” and that under his guidance, the
company’s work had been “pushed foreword as
rapidly as possible.”

With many folks this would have
probably ended their involvement with the area,
but not Robert. He appeared in Deadwood the
fall of 1881 looking to secure a winter grubstake.
His plan at this point was to gain control of as
many claims below the Ft. Meade works and
form a new company named the “Big Bend
Hydraulic Mining Company.” To this end Robert
was elected the Recorder of the Ruby Mining
District along Rapid Creek. He then began to
assemble what appears to have been as many of
the placer claims on the Creek below the Ft
Meade Company’s property as he could. This
amounted to 86 Claims. Here is where things
beginto geta bit murky; it is not clear how many
of the claims he owned and how many he leased.
One report states that he leased the claims for
$80,000. Having said that, there is some evidence
that he may have actually owned all the claims,
and then leased them to the newly formed Big
Bend Hydraulic Mining Company. No matter, for
following his acquisition of the claims, Robert. . . .
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