History enthusiasts. The “Historian” is put

With biography again popular in history, we
decided to offer a biography of a lesser known
Black Hills figure. This piece comes from Jerry
Bryant, Historical Archaeologist, United States
Forest Service, Spearfish.

D’em Flormann Boys by Jerry Bryant

When most Black Hills Historians
come across the name “Flormann,” one of
two major, regional events flashes in their
minds: the Greenwood Mining Swindle, or
the Big Bend/Fort Meade Hydraulic Mining
Scandal. Armed with the names of those
two events, the inquisitive reader can
investigate the purported negative impact
of Robert Flormann on the Black Hills for
days. The intent of _this brief paper,
however, is to examine the positive side of
a would be empire builder who was
stricken with a fatal disease: Gold Fever.

Robert Flormann was the elder of
two brothers who immigrated to the
United States from Dusseldorf, Germany in
the last half of the 19th century. Robert was
born in 1835 and his brother, Charles was
born 1841. While it is not known where the
Flormann Brothers acquired their mining
expertise, it is known that the brothers
worked their way across the United States
at other professions than mining. Robert
Flormann worked in fine pastries for a
time while in Denver, and Charles was a
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saloon keeper. The brothers were probably
exposed to precious metals prospecting
while in Denver. Between 1858 and 1916
Denver supported a large enclave of ethnic
Germans. The German community in
Denver utilized the saloon as the center of
their social, political and economic
activities. Often these establishments also
housed other vital community functions,
such as bakeries. Thus, with one brother
baking and the other pouring, Denver must
have been very comfortable for the
Flormann boys.

In gold camps throughout the West
the Flormann name became associated
with the quest for gold and silver. Before
coming to the Black Hills, Robert's
ventures took him and his wife, Ernestine,
to the fields in Colorado, Montana,
Wyoming, and New Mexico. Small hints
left behind, such as the birth records of his
daughter Francis in Colorado, a son, Louise
in Montana, and a daughter, Florence in
New Mexico, give us a brief but accurate
image of a man who was dedicated to his
wife and adored by his children. Charles
and his wife, Frederica, had three children
prior to coming to the Black Hills, two in
Colorado and one in Cheyenne, Wyoming.

Robert first entered the Black Hills
from the south, coming north out of Fort
Russell near Cheyenne in 1875. With a







