e

Zhe Black Hills Historian

i publication of the Leland B- Lase Librarn for Western Historical Studies at Black Hills State Lollege, Spearfish, 5. B. 57783

Volume 10, Number 1

Summer 1987

Leland D. Case:
His Legacy to Western History

Editor's Note: Since publication of
the last number of The Historian,
the Case Library’'s founder,
inspiration and staunchest supporter
has joined the ranks of Western
historians departed. Leland D. Case
died at his home in Tucson, Ariz.,
Dec. 16, 1986. Since BHSC's Leland
D. Case Library for Western
Historical Studies and The Black
Hills Historian owe their existence
to Leland’'s generosity and deter-
mination that the region's history
be preserved, the lead article of
this issue will be a memorial to our
friend, Leland D. Case. Special
thanks go fo Marshall Truax and
Carol Goddard for their help in
preparation of this article.

Leland Davidson Case was born
May 8, 1900, in Wesley, lowa. His
parents were the Reverend Herbert
A kfarmr Blloas. i eananial Macs

Facts fascinated Grandfather,
especially new facts. You will read
that as a boy at Claremont he had
to know how grist mills operated
and shoes were cobbled. Then there
is his simply narrated experience of
climbing Lookout Mountain at
Chattanooga, though his strength
was drained by sickness. High

drama had been played on the
slopes of Lookout--by Minnesota
boys, too!--and he must see it for
himself.

Reaching out for new exper-
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grin of gratification spreading over
his face as he passed the headgear
to me for my turn aloft. It was a
great day for both of us, and we said
so to the pilot. He was a young
Swede fellow, name of Lindbergh.
How could I possibly know that five
years later in France I, then a
reporter for the Paris Herald, would
be interviewing him about a hop he
had completed the day before across
the Atlantic? Did we talk of 5t
Cloud? The truth is that the
moment was so heady the 5t Cloud
episode didn't occur to me until long

The Lindbergh interview was
followed by dozens of others during
the next half-century. These
included such notables as Herbert
Hoover, Carlos Romulo, Will
Durant, Arthur Compton, Sinclair
Lewis, Walter Pitkin, Badger
Clark, Albert Einstein and Andrel
Gromyko.

In 1928 Case returned again to
the Black Hills. With brother
Francis he became co-publisher of
the Hot Springs Star, a joint
enterprise that continued until 1934,
Contacts that Case made during his
Chicago and Paris years and his
growing reputation as a talented
journalist brought an increasing
number of challenging opportunitics.
In 1930 Case became editor of the
Rotarian magazine of Rotary
International, a post which he
would held until 1950,
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