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The Black Hills a Century Ago

{Ed’s. note: At this point General Beadle gasses from deep among the rocks. It is
pauses 1o allow his voung readers to see called Minne-kah-ta. Invalids come here
the Black Hills from atop Harmey Peak 1o secure warm baths of medicated water.
through the eves of Professor F.B. The pure mountain air and charming
Carpenter, A.M., Dean of Dakota School scenery add to the attractiveness of the
of Mines.) Let one imagine himself in the spot.
center of the uplift at Harney's Peak; Mot far away is a large lake, and further
spread out on every side is a wilderness up are great basins, rough hills, mountains,
of jagged mountains, worn and scarred by high prairies and deep canyons. Upon the
the rains and frosts of ages, yet ever green  east and north is a rolling and fertile plain.
from the pine forests they carry. Between descending with the streams toward the
these his eye rests upon mountain parks, river branches. The Spearfish rises near
through which flow streams of clear water, the center of the Black Hills and flows
stretching away like ribbons of silver...  north to the Belle Fourche (*bel-foorsh’),

{Beadle ‘s view continwes) A curious fact  and is one of the longest and largest of the
is that the Hills are circled round with a many streams. Along its middle and nor-
high wall of sandstone, between which and  thern boundary, the country is an open
their edge is the beautiful Red Valley, the rolling plain of great beauty. Rapid Creek
‘race course’ of the Indians. Opening into  rises in about the same place. and flows
this are 27 gateways, through which east, near the highest points of the Hills.
streams flow out. Some of these unite You can easily understand the reason for
before they reach the Cheyenne. its name.

Out upon the plains, beyond the sand- Spring Creek, Elk Creek. and White-
stone wall, rises Boar Butte, alone. All day  wood are other important streams: along
long its dark form stands before us as we the head of the last are the richest gold
travel toward it. Journeying to the Hills mines. All have rapids, waterfalls. scenes
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