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The author of this article
is an editor at The

Seldom paid Badger
liked his ‘credit’

by Ann Connery Frantz

It was his favorite poem. though it
did not receive as much attention as
A Cowboy’s Prayer from the public.
But at least he got credit for writing
The Job. He frequently became
“duthor anonymous” when A
Cowboy's Prayer appeared on
postcards, in magazines, even in an-
thologies, It is my personal favorite,
too - the one | go to when just a few
words of encouragement will do. So
does his grand-niece, Shebby Lee of
Rapid City, who is working arduously
on the 1983 centennial celebration
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of Badger Clark’s birth, with the
Clark Centennial Committee.

South Dakota’s first poet laureate,
Clark continues to captivate South
Dakotans 25 vears after his death
from lung cancer. Shebby attributes
that high level of interest to “Uncle
Charlie” as he was: open, friendly
and, above all, vivid. “When we did
our film documentary on him five
years ago,” said Shebby (who worked
with her husband, Milt, on that well-
received project), “we had a terrible
time preventing people from deify-
ing him. People loved him. So, we
limited the interviews, removed the
most ‘glowing’ things people said
and put in a few of the truths about
him, to make him more human. Like
the fact that he was thrown out of
college. A lot of writers like to put it
in terms like '‘College walls could not
contain the man,’ but the truth is he
was kicked out of Dakota Wesleyan.
It could have been for smoking, he
was a life-long smoker and that was a
conservative college..or it might
have been for drinking, although he
was a teetotaler for most of his life,
He may have drunk a little in college,
though then, there was something
about a goat in a dormitory room. A
youthful prank,” she said “That was
probably true.’

His grand-niece shares the hero
worship that surrounded Clark ~nd







