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The Montana Party of 1876

by Mary S. Garman

On the north slope of a pine
hillside in northeastern Wyoming
can be found a crudely earved stone
grave marker. The inscription, worn
by time and the elements, tells these
few facts: G. H. Miller killed by
Indians 1876 aged 36 years. Who
was G. H. Miller and how did he
come to be buried at that spot?

To discover the whys and the
wherefores it is necessary to go back

two years in time, from 1876 to 1874, |

Although the White Men had known
of the Black Hills of Dakota since the
days of the Verendrye Brothers
exploration of the west in 1743,
there was no official documentation
of White Men being in the Hills
proper until General George A.
Custer's expedition in 1874. Custer,
with a large force of men and
wagons was sent out from Fort
Abraham Lincoln, D. T., by General
Phil Sheridan for this stated reason:
“In order to better control
Indians making these raids toward
the south, I had contemplated, for
two or three years past, to establish
a military post in the country known
as the Black Hills...” Custer was to
find a place to build that fort.
Settlers along the Missouri River,
who had been hearing rumors of
gold in the Hills for years...” figured
the Army had finally come to its
senses; Custer was going to find
gold.” And find gold he did.

There was a problem however.
The Black Hills were sitting in the

This area, from the Missouri Biver
west to the Big Horn Mountains,

was, by the 1868 Fort Laramie |

treaty, given to the Sioux as part of
their reservation or considered
unceded Indian country. The White
Man had better stay out.

For two years the Army tried to
stem the ever increasing flow of
miners and adventurers who slipped
through the army patrols, fought or

out to try and bring them in. An
impossible order. Delibrate?
Meanwhile, back in the Hills, a
steady stream of Whites thumbed
their noses at the army and
searched for gold and a steady
stream of reports of their
discoveries reached the newspapers

the |

avoided hostile Indians, to enter the |
Hills to look for gold. It was a losing
battle for the Army. The

PREFACE

The student or historian who has studied the history of the
gold rush days of 1876 in the Black Hills of South Dakota,
knows there must be a thousand or more stories that have now
been lost to time on the dangers and hardships the men, women
and children faced to reach their destination.

We, of the 20th Century, sitting in the comfort of our well-
heated homes or driving our automobiles on well-paved
highways, can, with our hindsight, envision these pioneers as
foolhardy idiots or courageous heros. Or maybe a mixture of
both.

This paper deals with just such a journey. The Montana
Party has been important to Black Hills history because it was
the largest expedition to come to the Hills in 1876. It is sad that
no complete list of members has ever been found, if indeed one
was ever made and available. Most of the party are unknown or
unhearlded, a shame because each contributed something to
the history of the Black Hills-not just as a group but as
individuals.

of the country, with mixed reactions.
In Montana, which had experienced
its own gold rush in the 1860's, the

government was finally forced to | NEW El Dorado of Dakota was

take some action. The Indians had to | greeted enthusiastically in Bozeman
go. and cold-shouldered in Helena.

| February of
middle of hostile Indian territory. |

In November of 1875 an order was
issued commanding all the Indians
to report to their reservation by
1876 or face
extermination. This at a time when
large numbers of the Sioux were in
winter camps, snow-bound and
inaccessible to the messengers sent

“A letter has been received here
by a stock holder in the Courier
office, from a pgentleman in the
Black Hills, who gives a wvery
flattering account of prospects
there...’

“Heavy Sensation! The Tri-
Weekly Bismark Tribune of Jan.






