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President J. Gilbert Hause of Black Hills State College, left, congratulates
Leland D. Case of Tueson, Ariz., after conferring an honorary Doctorate of
Humane Letters degree on him during the fall commencement exercises.

‘Friends’ elect officers;
Field Historian writes book

Permanent officers were elected went to Helen Rexatm Deadwnod
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" Leland Case gets BHSC
» honorary degree, his 6th

“It is pleasant to get older by
degrees,” quipped Leland D. Case at
a meeting of the Tueson, Ariz.,
Rotary Club after returning home
from Spearfish where he was award-
ed an Honorary Doctorate of
Humane Letters at Black Hills State
College this fall. It was Case's sixth
honorary degree (his seeond in 1980)
and the quip cost him a $25 fine for
being boastful about it. But it's hard
for Case to be modest about
anything associated with the Black
Hills and the college he attended in
his youth.

LaGrange College in Georgia,
which last year conferred an
honorary degree on Case's wife,
restored harmony in the Case
household in Tucson this year by do-
ing the same for “the man of the
house.” The L.L.D. to the second Dr.
Case in the family was in recognition
of his eonsultant help on the school’s
Bicentennial which centered around
General Lafayette whose chateau in
France was called LaGrange. Case
had also contributed some valuable
research findings on Lafayette to
the Georgia college while
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Dr. J. Gilbert Hause, president of
BHSC, conferred the honorary
degree at Spearfish on Case. The
degree is reserved for "persons who
have achieved suceess in their fields
and who rank as distinguished
Americans.” Case, who has been in-
strumental in researching, collec-
ting and preserving the history of
the Black Hills area, qualified for
that title long ago. He is a widely
known retired journalist, author,
editor and historian. He is also
benefactor and founder of the
Library of Western Historical
Studies at BHSC which bears his
name,

Addressing the 65 fall term
graduates, their friends and
relatives at the commencement pro-
gram, Dr. Case reviewed the history
of education in Spearfish. He noted
that it was Yale-trained James W.
Pickett, who had come to the Black
Hills in 1878, who started Dakota
College in Spearfish the following
year. It quickly died “from financial
malnutrition,” Dr. Case reported,
but was “born again’ when Dakota
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