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Eight years ago the editor came to the
Black Hills. His mission was to teach Ameri-
can History at Black Hills State College and
he was about to undergo a learning experi-
ence. All his college career had been spent
at large universities. Library facilities
for teaching and research had been excellent.
He had made the rounds of research libraries
from the Library of Congress to the Bancroft.

Spearfish was different. It was a
small campus in a beautiful town nestled on
the northern edge of perhaps the most di-
verse and historic piece of country in the
West - - - the Black Hills. For a refugee
from urban America it was a dream come true.

But soon it became apparent that there
was one problem. Library facilities at
Spearfish were cramped and the collection was
small. Nowhere for several hundred miles
was there a substantial collection for the
person who wanted to study or write about
western history.

As months in Spearfish became years,
it also became apparent that studying
Black Hills history was a very contagious
disease. Much of the history of the Black
Hills and surrounding prairies was unex-
plored territory. MNowhere was there a
library which could serve as a base from
which to explore the unknown. Because
the frontier had come late to the Hills,
source material was scattered everywhere.

Then circumstances conspired to
create a unique opportunity. Black Hills
State was able to build a fine library
facility. The E.Y. Berry Library -
Learning Center could house a sizeable
collection in ideal circumstances. Con-
gressman Berry's gift of his congres-
sional papers gave the college its first
manuscripts collection. The Berry col-
lection was a rich source for the two
decades from 1950-1970. But many of the
resources necessary for basic Black Hills
research were still not available in the
Black Hills.






